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B Abstract

Space and Narrative in Gyeongseongbaekgyeong
Cho, Jung-min

This article is an analysis of the representational strategies applied in Gyeongseon-
ghaekgyeong, photo postcards issued in the late 1930s. The findings from analyzing
these representational strategies were as follows. First, given how the actual spaces of
tourism were different from the spaces featured in the postcards, it was found that the
spaces in the postcards eventually served the role of complementing the actual spaces of
tourism. Second, a dualist strategy was found when analyzing the development of
Gyeongseongbaekgyeong. These postcards covered historic sites such as Gyeongbokgung
for their spatial subject matter while repeatedly using the stereotypical representations of
the Joseon people, such as the grsaeng, for human subject matter. Such a strategy
conveyed the message that Japan had spatially conquered Gyeongseong, and supported
the legitimacy of Japan's colonial rule over the “uncivilized” Joseon people for the
purpose of their supposed enlightenment. Lastly, there were distortions of both narrative
and memory inherent in the postcards. Due to the characteristics of the photographs
capturing only specific parts of constructs, buildings or locations in the same space were
represented as if they belonged to a separate time and space solely based on the photo
postcards.
Key words : Photographic Postcard, Gyeongseongbaekgyeong, Representations of Colonial

Korea, Politics of Representation, Hegemony of the Viewer
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